Rule 18 - Scholarship

Q 17412 Can bullying within or among athletes and teammates qualify as a hardship
condition”?
A, Aclaim of bullying Invelving teammates generally does not qualify as a hardship

condition since a student who transfers as the result of an athletically-related
event s transfernng for an athletic reason, even If the event 1s a teammate
bullying another teammate Under rule 17-8 3, before a situation can be
considered a hardship condition, the situaticn must be non-athletic. Under
17-8 3(b), any ewvidence that the transfer was motivated by athletics often
elimmnates the chance that the situation 1s a hardship condifron

Eligibility Under the Transfer Waiver rule 17-8.5

Q. 1713 Astudent moves to the home of an uncle, who became the student’'s Guardian,
and transfers to a school which serves the uncles residence The principal
of both the former School and the new School signed the verification on the
Transfer Report that the transfer was in the bast interest of the student and
that there were no athletic related motives involved Wil the student get full
eligibility?

A No, under rule 17-8 5, the student must meet each condition of the rule,
including the reguirement that the “student continues to reside with his/her
parents/Guardians ¥ Since the student did not “continue fo reside”, the rule
does not apply.

Q. 17-14 Astudent moves between divorced parents, but does not want to enroll at the
school which Serves (as defined in the Definitions, above) the student’s new
residence, and instead, wants to enroll at a school wheich does not Serve the
student’s new residence Can the student get full eligibility at the new school
under 17-8 57

A Mo, A student moving to live with a parent can obtain full elrigibility under rule19-
6 1(b), but under rule 19-6.3, can only obtain full eligibility at the school which
serves the student’s new residence. A student who moves from one parent
to another does not meet the cnteria of the Limited Elgibility Waiver Rule,
rule 17-8 5(a), because, under that rule, the student must continue to reside
with the parent, and in this case the student did not continue to reside with the
parent, but instead moved fo live with the other parent

RULE 18 —~ SCHOLARSHIP

Philosophy
Realizing that the age group served by high school represents an interval in human
developmeni that can be turbulent and complex, the IHSAA is concerned with educating
the “whole person " Therefore, the primary focus of any Indiana Secondary School should
be to provide educatianal opportunities for its students in accordance with the requirements
set forth by the indiana Department of Education This academic training should progress
toward an adequate education and ulttmately in earning a high school diploma Participation in
interschool programs 1s a privilege for which reasonable standards should be established and
enforced for the educational and perscnal welfare of the students who participate If students
cannot successfully carry and pass a normal minimum load of formal classroom work and
simultaneously undertake the extra demands upon time and energy required by interschaol
participatrion, they should postpone therr commitment to interschool programs and concentrate
time and effort on achieving In the classroom On the basis of these premises, minimum
academic achievement requirements have been established by the IHSAA Hopefully, the
minimum academic eligibility standards adopted will
a premote higher educafional standards,
b upgrade student academic petformance,
¢. counter public cnticism of schools for low expectations and low student achievement, and
d enable schools to use athletic participation as a motivator for better classroom performance
and achievement
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Rule 18 - Scholarship

18-1 Minimum Course Enrollment and Grades for Participation

To be eligible scholastically, students must have received passing grades and earned cradi

at the end of their last Grading Period in School in at least Seventy percent (70%) of the

maximum number of full credit subjects (or the eguivalent) that a student can take and must

be currently Enrolled in at least Seventy percent (70%) of the maximum number of full credit

subjects (cr the equivalent) that a student can take

a, For purposes of this rule, a student must have been Enrofled in a mimimum of Four (4) fuil
credit courses {or the equivalent) during the last Grading Penod, and must be Enrolled in
a minimum of Four (4) full credit subjects (or the equivalent) during the current Grading
Pericd

b If grades reported at an Eligiblity Certification Date mclude both Grading Period grades
and semester grades, then semester grades fake precedence for eligibility purposes

¢, Astudent may use up to Two (2) semesters of the state-required physical education course
for eligibility purposes, with each semester's course counting as One {1} full credit,

d Physical education credit earned by parficipation on an athletic team, may not count toward
academic eligibility,

e, When the block Four scheduling program 1s used, students must be curreniiy Enrolled in
and passing Three (3) courses

f Ciass penods must meet Indiana Department of Education standards for awarding credit and
minutes in class For purposes of this rule, One (1} full credit subject reguires a minmum
total of Two Hundred Fifty {250) minutes of instruchon per week for One (1) semester

g In the event a Schoot establishes minimum academic requirements which are greater
than the IHSAA academic requirements, the IHSAA will consider those higher academic
requirements to constitute the IMSAA academic requirements at such School, and will
require that a student at that School meet those greater academic requirements before
that student s eligible scholasfically under this rule.

Maximum Classes 4
Must Pass 3 4

18-1.1 Amount of Credit
The amount of credit given for any subject shall be as authonzed by the Department of
Education

NOTE With such approval, Advanced Physical Education may earn a maximum of One

(1) credif, per semester
18-1.2 Multi-Credit Subjects
Subyects for which Two {2} or more credits per semester are earned foward graduation shall
be considered as an equivalent humber of required subjects
18-1.3 Vocational and Special Education 8chool Credits
Students attending state approved vocational or special education schools may transfer such
grades and credits earned to their home School for the purpose of establishing eligibility
18-1.4 Partial Credit Subjects
Acombination of 2, 3, or 4 partial-credit subject grades may be substituted for 1 or 2 full-credit
subject deficiencies
18-1.5 Transfer Students
Transfer students must mest the requirements of this rule However, If a transfer siudent 1s
coming from a school with a different academic schedule that cannot be accommodated 1n his/
her new School, and the fransfer student 1s certified to be academically eligible by the school
from which hefshe is transfernng, said transfer student shall have full academic eligibility
in their new School until the transfer student can Enroil, complete and receive credit in the
maximum number of full credit subjects that a student can take at the new School However,
duning this interim period the transfer student must receive passing grades at the new School
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In at least Seventy percent (70%) of the classes in which the student 1s Enrolled (semester

grades take precedence) and meet all other eligibility rules

18-1.6 Semester Ineligibility

Students who are ineligible scholastically at the end of a Grading Penod or semester, are

ireligible for the following Grading Period

18-2 Certification Dates

Each School will establish consistent Grading Periods within the school year The principal

shall set the Eligibdty Certification Dates annually on the membership page/form. Each

Elgibiiity Certification Date must occur no Jater than noon of the tenth school day following

the end of each Grading Period  The principal shall certify the grades of each student on the

Elgibiity Certification Date

18-3 Night School

When students from a member School attend any night school approved by the Deparfment

of Education and such students desire ta count the credits earned toward IHSAA schelastic

ehigibility requirements, they must cbtain written approval from their high School principals
that each specific course credit/s earned wili be accepted and counted toward graduation

When establishing current scholastic eligibility requrements, they must be passing Seventy

percent {70%) of the maximum of full credit subjects or the equivalent taken concurrently in

day andfor night school

18-4 Make-up for Scholastic Deficiency

Scholastic deficiencies caused by the inability of a student to pass Seventy percent {70%)

{See rule 18-1) or the equivalent in the previous Grading Period (semester grades iake

precedence) may be made up in night school, summer school or carrespondence school and

counted toward ehgibility provided

a 1tbe doren an accredited schoct or according to procedures approved by the Department
of Education,

b all work be done and the necessary credits he made a matter of final record in principal’s
office prior to the opening date of the Grading Peried in which eligibility 1s desired This
does not apply to incompletes,

c. all work and credits be Bona Fide and certified as such by the hugh School principal

18-5 Incompletes

An incomplete In a course at the end of a Grading Period or semester counts as a failure

until deficiency has been removed, an Incemplete 1n a course on the Elgibility Certificatton

Date counts as a faure and, for scholastic eligibility purposes, cannot later be made up or

remaved. A School may request a hardship waiver of this rule, regarding a make-up of an

incomplete after the Elgibility Certification Date for an extreme situation outside the control
of the student and the student’'s pareni(s)

18-6 Withdrawals

Students who withdraw withen the first Fifteen {15) school days of a semester shali not be

considered ineligible as to scholarship at the beginning of their next semester of Enroliment,

provided they were eligible when they withdrew,

18-7 Alternative Courses

High school students who are Enrolled in a member high Schooi may, with prior written approval

of their high School principal, obtain eredits from alternative courses which may count toward

IHSAA scholastic elgibility requirements

a. College Courses Astudent may attend an accredited institution which grants credits which
count toward a baccalaureate degree from that institution, for credit that 1s acceptable for
high School graduation and for coliege credit, provided

(1.) the studentis Enrolled in credit courses at their home Scheol at least Fifty percent
(50%) of the normal school day,

(2) the college course is approved by the Department of Education,

(3.) the local Board of School Trustees counts the college course credii toward
graduation,

(4) the college class Is taken concurrently with the student's School classes,

(5) ftotal class tme of a college credit course 1s equivalent to the student’s regular
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courses and In determining credits, Three (3) semester hours or the equivalent in
a college course shall be countad as eguivalent of One {1) high school credit

b, Unavailable Courses A student may attend class at another accredited school for credit In
course offertngs which cannot be obtamed at the student's School so long as the student 1s
Enrolled in and attending credit courses at their home School duning at least Fifty percent
(50%) of the normal school day, and the totai time In the class s equivalent to a regular
course at the student's home School

¢ College During Vacation Periods: During a vacation period, high school students with
remalining athletic eligibility may Enroll in or attend a program in an accredited institution of
higher learning that may give them college credit provided they have prior written approval
of their high School principal

d Virtual Course A student may earn course cradits by attending a non-fraditional Virtual
Course provided

{4
5)
6}

written request for approval of the Virtual Course s made to the IHSAA, including
a detaded description, and is approved by the Commissioner,

the Virtual Course 15 approved by the Department of Education,

the local School Board of Trustees counts the credits earned in a Virtual Course
towards graduation,

Virtual Course classes are taken concurrently with a student’s regular classes,
total class time of a Virlual Course 1s equivalent ta the student’s regular course, and
the fotal number of Virtual Courses enrolled in and attended by a student during
a Grading Period may not exceed Thirty percent {30%) of a student’s total course
load

e Innovative Ceurse. Credit for an Innovative Course may count toward IHSAA scholastic
eligibility requirements provided

(1)
2)
(3.)
(4)
(&)

the student and student’s School submit to the Commissioner a written request
for approval of the Innovative Course, including a detalled course description,
and the application 1s approved by the Cemmissioner,

the Innovative Course 1s approved by the Department of Education,

the local Board of School Trustees counts the Innovative Cousse credits toward
graduation,

the Innovative Course classes are taken concurrently with the student’s regular
School classes, and

the Innovative Course class time 1s equivalent to the student's regular School
class time,

18-8 Special Education

A student who (a) 1s recelving speciat education and related services pursuant to an individual
education program, (b} 1s not earning credits toward a diploma, {c) 15 working toward a certificate
of completion, certificate of attendance, ot the equivalent, and {d) the student’s indvidual
education plan {{EP} mcludes satisfaction of the IHSAA academic standards contained in rule
18-1, may meet such academic requsrements, provided the student 1s making satisfactory
progress toward the goals, objectives and benchmarks contained in the student’s progress
reports and case conference commitiee, and certified by the butlding principaf

QA

Academic Eligibility - Generally

Q. 18-1

A

When Is a student academically eligible to participate In interscholastic athietics
at a member School under the I[HSAA rules?

In general, a student 1s ehgible acadermically If (1} the student 1s currently
enrofied In at least Seventy percent (70%) of the maximum number of full credit
subjects avallable, or the equivalent , and (i) the student received a passing
grade i Seventy percent (70%) of the maximum number of full credit high
school subjects available, or the equivalent, in the previous Grading Peniod
(rule 18-1)
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Rule 18 - Scholarship

If a student fails to pass Seventy percent (70%)} of the maximum number of full
credit high school subjects or the equivalent duning the last Grading Period of a
semester but earns credits in Seventy percent (70%) of the maximum number
of full credit high school subjects for the semester, will the student be eligible
at the beginning of the first Grading Period of the next semester?

Yes, the semester grades take precedence over grades received during the
final Grading Period of the semester. (rule 18-1)

If @ student passes Sevanty percent (70%) of the maximum number of full
credit high school subjects or the equivalent duning the fast Grading Period of
a semester but fasled to earn and be awarded credits In Seventy percent (70%)
of the maximum number of full credit high school subjects for the semester,
will the student be eligible at all for the next Grading Period?

No, the semester grades take precedence over grades received during the
final Grading Period of the semester (rule 18-1}

if a student s academically ineligible at the end of a Grading Pariod or semester,
is the student academically ineligibie for the entire next Grading Penod?
Yes, an academicaily ineligible student at the end of any Grading Pericd 13
academically ineligible for the entire next Grading Penod (rule 18-1 8)

If a student 15 academically ineligible at the end of a Grading Period or a
samester, when can the piayer become academucally eligible?

If, following a period of academtc inahgibility a student successfully meets all
academic requirements dunng a succeeding Grading Perod, the student will
be eligible to play on the date the principal certifies grades for the susceeding
Grading Period Here the student would be eligible on the certification date
for the succeeding Grading Perod (rule 18-2)

Is a student who had been academically ineligible dunng a Grading Periad,
but who meets the scholarship requirements the next Grading Peried, ehgible
to play the night of the last day of the next Grading Period?

It depends on the certification date of the student’s School Astudent becomes
academically ineligible on the certification date and also academicaily eligible
on the certification date Here, If the certification date I1s the last date of the
Grading Peniod, then the student would be acadermcally eligible to play sports
that day If the certification date was the following Tuesday, then the player
would be eligible the following Tuesday (rule 18-2)

Is a student who was expelled from school for an entire semester, academically
eligible for the following semester?

Yes, provided the student had passed Seventy percent (70%) of the maximum
number of full credit high school subjects or the equivalent during the last
Grading Period of Enrollment, Note, all rules of the IHSAA are binding on a
student, both before and during a period of expulsion or Suspensien, such as
the conduct rule, the scholarship rule and the enrollment rule {rule 18-1)

Is a student who was expelled from scheol during the middle of a semester,
academically eligible for the first Grading Period following the period of
expulsion?

No, the student would fal to meet the requirements of passing Seventy
percent (70%) of the maximum number of full credit high school subjects or
the equivalent during the student’s last Grading Penod. (rule 18-1)

Is a student who was passing Seventy percent (70%) of the maximum number
of full credit ugh school subjects or the equivatent and then dropped out of
school for the remainder of the Grading Penod, and did not recelve any grades
for the Grading Period, considered eligible under the scholarship rule at the
beginning of the following Grading Period?

No, the student would fall to meet the requirements of passing Seventy
percent (70%) of the maximum number of full credit high school subjects or
the equivalent the student’s last Grading Period of enroliment  (rule 18-1}
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Q 18-10

Is a student who has been out of high school for a semester or more, and who
has playe¢ on a Non-Schoal Team during that time, eligible when entering
school at the beginning of a semester?

This 18 not an academic question since non-attendance at schoot alone or
playing on a Mon-School Team does not impact a student’s academic eligibility
Rather, acadenuc eligibility turns upon the student’s academic success or lack
of success the last Grading Penod of attendance. (rule 18-1)

Make-Up Work and Repeated Courses

Q 18-11
A,

Q 18-12

Q. 18-13

Q. 18-14

Q 1815

Can a student repeat a course and have the course count toward academic
ehgibility?

Yes, if approved by the principal and a passing grade s earned and placed on
the student’s official transcript

Can a student, who has an incomplete at the end of a Grading Period in One
{1} of the five (5) courses Iin which the student was enrolled, make up the work
In the course, obtain a passing grade for the course, and be academically
eligible during the upcoming Grading Peniod?

Yes, but it depends on when the class work 18 made up and when the grade
1s changed from an ‘I o a passing grade Incompletes can be made up
and an ncomplete can be changed to a passing grade, but in order for that
passing grade to count for eligibility purposes, the passing grade must have
been entered on the student’s records on or before the Eligibiity Certification
Date, rule 18-5 A School can request a hardship wawver to permit the student
to make-up the incomgplete after the Elgibilty Certification Date  To obtain a
waiver the student would have to show that the reason the course could notbe
timely completed was the result of an extreme situation outside the control of
the student and the student's parent(s), such as a medical emergency, Even
if a wawver I1s granted, a student will remain academically ineligible until the
course I1s competed and the grade 1s changed from an 'l fo a passing grade
If a student fails {0 pass Seventy parcent (70%) of the maximum number of
full credit subjects avaitable, or the equivalent, during the last semester of the
school year, may the student's credits achieved 1n summer school count toward
academic ehgibility?

Yes, summer school course grades and credits can be combined with the
previcus spring semester course grades and credits in order to meet the
Seventy percent (70%) rule for the spring semester Irn order for the summer
school course grades and credits o be used, all summer scheol courses must
be completed before the first day of sehool of the next fall semester A student
who needs summer school grades and credits to be academically eligible will
ramain inekgible untit the summer schooi grades and credits are received by
the student's School of Enroliment and the principal or the principal’s desighee
can confirm that the student 1s academically eligible for fall sports (rules 18-4,
18-5)

Can a student use an on-line or correspendence course to count as a full eredit
subject for purposes of academic eligibility?

Yes, provided the on-line or correspondence course is taken or attended
concurrently with the Grading Period for which the course is to be counted as
a full credit subject, and provided the course complies with the reguirements
of either the night-school rule (rule 18-3), the innovative course rule (rule 12-
4), the college-credit rule (rule 18-8(a)) or the unavailable-course rule (rule
18-7(b)).

May a student make up an academic deficiency during a Grading Period by
demonstrating proficiency In a course or subject , and obtain credsi(s} under
Ind Code 20-36-5-1 or a similar law?

No, academic proficlencies can be made up under rule 18-5 only through the
anroliment in a course of study offered at a night, summer, or correspondence
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school, by successfully such a course through course work, and by recetving
course credif{s} Testing out of a course may not be used to make up for an
academic deficiency.

Vocational Schools

Q. 18-18

A
Q. 1817

A

Astudent attends a vocatlonal school oufside the student's School of Enroilment,
for Three (3) hours each day. Where Is the student aligible?

The student 1s eligible at the student's School of Enrollment  (rule 18-7(b})
Astudent at a member School attends a college (e.g Ivy Tech) to take vocational
courses |s the student academically eligible?

A student may take vocational courses “off-campus” and stll be academically
eligible, provided the student abtains prior approval from the principal of the
School of Enroliment, the courses are nhot offered at the School of Enrollment
and the student attends the School of Enrollment at least ity percent (50%) of
the school day (ruie 17-8 (b)} Alternatively, the student may be academically
eligible, even if the courses are avallable at the School of Enrollment, provided
the student obtains prior approval from the principat of the School of Enroliment,
the courses provide credit for both high school and cellege and the student
attends the Schoal of Enrollment at feast Fifly percent {50%) of the school day
(rule 18-7{a)}

Transfer Students

Q 18-18

Q 18-19

s a transfer student, who was academically eligible at a prior school,
academically eligible at the new School when the student's academic scheduie
at the previous School {block 4) cannot be accommodated at the new School
(traditional sne-period day)

The student may have full academic eligibility unti the student can enroll,
complete and receive credit In the maximum number of full credit subjects that
the student can take at the new School (tule 18-1.5)

Is a transfer student who was academically ineligible at the transfer student's
prior school eligible at the transfer student's new School?

No Under rule 3-8, any inehgibility rulings under the rules of a prior school,
such as an academic ineligibiity ruling, carry over fo the new School, even
If the transfer student would have been acaderically eligible under the rules
of the new School. An academically neligible transfer student will remain
academically ineligible at the new School until the transfer student meets the
academic requirements at the new School, including the IHSAA academic
requirement of having received passing grades and eamed credi at the end
of the transfers student’s last Grading Penod at the new School in at least
Seventy percent (70%) of the maximum number of full credit subjects (or the
equivalent) that the transfer student could take at the new School

Home School Students

Q 18-20

A

May a student who 1s “Home Schooled” and being taught by his/her parents
be eligible for athietics?

Yes, under the non-accredited student rule, a student who attends a non-public,
non-accredifed school, which includes all home education schools, may be
eligible to participate In the athletic program at the Indiana Public School
serving the student's residence, provided the student meets the rule’s minimum
requirements and conditions Otherwise, a student 1s eligible to participate
In an athletic program involving IHSAA recognized sports enly at the member
Schoal In which the student 1s Enrolled and attends, and I1s passing Seventy
percent (70%) of the maximum number of courses cffered at that member
School (rutes 12-1, 12-5, 18-1)

Students Ehgible to Graduate

Q 18-21

A

Are students who have made sufficient credits fo graduate in less than 8
semesters, ehgible thereafter?
Yes, provided they do not actually graduate and remain Enrolled and carry an
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adequate workload {Seventy percent (70%) of the avallable full credit subjects)
during the Grading Pericd of participation  (rules 13-2, 18-1)

Q. 18-22 Whan does the eligibility of a student-athlste end sf the student graduates at
the end of the first semester or the second Tnmester?

A, The student-athlete would become ineligible to participate in athletics on the
first day of the next Grading Period

Entry of Academically Ineligible Students in Tournament

Q 18-23 May a student’s name be included on an {HSAA tourney entry st while the
student i1s scholastically inelgible?

A Yes, however, the student must be eligible at the time of participation,

Summer School

Q. 18-24 Does a summer scheol credit eamed by a student at a school other than the
School of Enroliment jecpardize the academic eligibility of that student?

A No. And ifthe summer schoel credit 1s accepted by the Department of Education

and the principal of the School of Enrellment recognizes the summer school
waork for credrt, the summer school credit may be used to satisfy the academic
reguirements of the scholarship rule In fact, the IHSAA recommends summer
school classes, which are approved by the principal of the School of Enroliment,
for students who need credits {rule 18-5)

Q 18-25 May summer school credits be counted as make-up for a future deficrency?

A No, summer school credits can be applied only to make up for academic
deficiencies the previous spring Grading Period, {rule 18-4)

Physical Education Grades

Q. 18-26 May a state-required physical education course be count as a full credit subject
under the Schelarship rule?
A, Yes, regardless of whether the course Is for a full credit or for half credit, each

course of the Two (2) semesters, state required physical education course
may be counted as a full credit subject for eligibility purposes (rule 18-1)
Conditional and Incomplete Grades

Q. 18-27 Is a “conditional” or an “Incomplete” considered a “pass” by the IHSAA when
determining academic eligbilify?
A Ne, an incomplete at the end of a Grading Period or semester counts as a

fallure untl deficiency has been removed and the course will count for ehgibility
purposes only If the conditional or Incomplete 1s removed prior fo the Eligibility
Certification, or if the students petitions to the IHSAA for a waiver of the rule.
(rule 18-5)

RULE 19 - ELIGIBILITY AND TRANSFER

{Also see rule 12 — Enrollment and Attendance}

Philosophy

The following I1s a brief resume of the pomts of philosophy included in the transfer rule of this

Association

a Participation 1n inferschool athletics s a privilege provided for students who meet the
democratically-established standards of qualification as set forth by this Association.

b The privilege of participation in interschool athletics should fundamentally be available to
Bena Fide students in schoal districts where their parents or legally-established guardians
res:de

¢ Standards governing residence and transfer are a necassary prerequisite to participation
in interschool athletics because
(1) they protect the opportuntties of Bena Fide students to participate,

(2) they provide a fundamentally fair and equitable framework in which interscheol
athletic competition, In an educational setting, can take place,

{3 they provide uniform standards for all schools to follow 1in maintaining athletc
competition,
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